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� The paper discusses the balance in the water debate and policy, between the use of water for agriculture 
and the use of water for urban, industrial, environmental, and recreational purposes

� There is evidence for better water use effectiveness by irrigators in recent years, and the value of irrigation 
production at regional and national levels is well recognised

� In the current debate, irrigators need to increase their direct involvement with managing the rivers and the 
dependent ecosystems to achieve a better balance between the productive use of irrigation water and the 
maintenance of the wider values associated with the same water
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