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� Sprinkler, subsurface drip and furrow irrigated maize were compared side-by-side on a difficult, variable soil at 
the Coleambally Demo Farm in 2004–05

� Subsurface drip irrigated maize out-performed sprinkler and furrow irrigated maize in terms of yield, net 
irrigation water use and net irrigation water productivity 

� Crop performance and water use efficiency under all irrigation systems could be improved by better irrigation 
management, shallower furrows and smaller siphons to improve subbing, and increased nitrogen rates

Liz Humphreys1, Brad Fawcett1, Chris O'Neill1,2,3 & Warren Muirhead
1CS IRO Land and Water,  Gr i ff i th ,  2Char les  S turt  Un ivers i ty,  3CRC for  I r r igat ion  Futures
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