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� Brown slime is due to sticky sugars (polysaccharides) on the surface of bacteria, which cause stubble and a 
variety of organisms to adhere to it, leading to the formation of mats of slime

� Brown slime is frequently associated with particular conditions on grey soils, which are rich in reduced iron; 
once nitrogen and water are added, iron-oxidizing bacteria, which lead to slime, multiply and the soil colour 
changes to orange-brown

� It is impossible to remove either bacteria or iron from rice growing soils but if slime inducing conditions are 
managed during rice establishment, yield loss can be avoided
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