
MAIZE 2019 REPORT 
 
This year is shaping up to be very difficult given current water allocations.  Most grain buyers holding off with new 
season prices, however one local company Yenda Producers has put out a price of $455 delivered to Yenda or 
Coleambally. 
 
This year’s Australian Summer Grains Conference held on the Gold Coast proved very worthwhile with many farmers 
in attendance. The Maize Association, along with Netafim were instrumental in bringing out from America leading 
plant Agronomist Dr Fred Bellews to the event where he was one of the key note speakers on Maize & Soyabean. He 
also did a presentation down in Echuca were he drew audience of some 60 growers.  Fred’s presentation can be 
found on the Maize Association website under events tag. 
 
At the conference the winner of “Maize Yield Competition” was announced for irrigated crop. It was 
Ross Haywood from Northern Victoria with a yield of 20.3  t's per hectare grown under a lateral irrigator. There were 
no nominations for dryland crop. 
 
The Maize Association AGM was held at conference where Steve Wilson from Gentech seeds has taken over the 
chairman’s position.  New growers elected to committee where Luke Mancini (Griffith), Chris Salaifa (Yanco) Ian 
Hahono (Shepparton) & Steve Lanyon (Boort) . Full details can be found on website. 
 
The Maize Association is participating in a GRDC funded project in the Southern Irrigation region being managed by 
Irrigation Cropping Council (ICC) over four years being managed by grower groups around Echuca / Corop region. 
Budget is $82,000. 
 
Also the MAA is involved in project supported by Goulburn Broken Catchment Authority & the Australian 
government’s National Landcare program with the objective being how to manage sub surface irrigation systems 
impact on soil acidity.  Total funding $55,000 over four years. 
 
Aurilie Quade at Wagga CSU is doing a PHD on rust in current varieties of Maize in Australia.  The  MAA  has been 
working with Aurile on this project. 
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